PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 


1.  DATE 

2.  LOCATION 

7 November  1957  I 

Harlingen  AFB , 

Texas 

3.  OATE*TI  ME  GROUP 

4.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION  | 

Local 

07/153BZ 

O Ground* Visual 
□ Ain  Visual 

XO  Ground- Rod  of 
D Air- Into  re  opt  Radar 

4.  PHOTOS 

a Y*s 
BUM* 

XS5UWC1 

Military 

7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

B.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

V.  COURSE 

2 to  3 minutes 

one 

, E to  N 

- then.  W 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Was  Balloon 

□ Probably  Bo) loon 

□ Possibly  Balloon 

P Was  Aircraft 

□ Probably  Aircraft 

□ Possibly  Aircraft 

□ Was  Astronomical 

□ Probably  Astronomical 
C Passibly  Astronomical 

acxntk.p  Malfunction 

D Insufficient  Data  for  Evaluation 
O Unknown 


aint  radar  target  similar  to  T- 29 
a/c.  Target  appeared  10  mi  NE  going  W 
to  about  1 ± mi  and  disappeared  1^  ini 
NW.  Reappeared  10  mi  SW  going  E for 
10  ml  then  turned  N for  it.)  mi  then 
turned  W and  disappeared  at.  15  mi. 
Speed  of  target  est  An  of  1000 

mph. 


II.  COMMENTS 

Obj  not  substantiated  by  any  other 
evidence  and  was  a faint  target 
which  appeared  whlc  the  operator 
was  working  an  a'c  in  traffic 
pattern.  There  is  a possibility 
of  radar  malfunction. 
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c 


x.  Reference  is  Bade  to  your  request  for  review  and  analysis 
UFO  reports. 
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UFOB  INDEX  CARD 


1.  DATE 


7 ■ - 


2.  LOCATION 


AFB# 


3.  DATE-TIME  GROUP 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

07/153 8Z  Nor  57 

Visual 

xrttwtnrw 

' □ Air-  Vi  sual 

^0r  Gro  u nd  - R ad  or 
□ Air-lntorcopt  Radar 

5.  PHOTOS 

□ Yos 

*No 

7.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

ft.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

91  Tm  to  three  minutes 

One 

See  beLow 

10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

11.  COMMENTS 

ATaq-jrprp„<o(W57 

! 12.  CONCLUSIONS 


□ Wat  Balloon 

O Probably  Balloon 

□ Possibly  Balloon 

□ Was  Aircraft 

G Probably  Aircraft 

□ Possibly  Aircraft 

□ Was  Astronomical 

D Probably  Astronomical 
G Possibly  Astronomical 


Q Qthrmn  r>,  |. - yj.  % 

5 insufft&M  mMMT PRKt 

□ Unknown 


on 


Oam  faint  radar  target  similar  to  a*T-29* 
Object  appeared  in  NE  going  W,  then  SH,  then 
6 then  M then  W.  Object  me  going  estimated  i 
190CMPH.  Object  me  in  sight  for  two  to  three 
minutes* 


Concur  with  Reporting  Officer  i 
this  sighting  me  possibly  caused 
radar  malfunction* 


AISOP  Form  5 (IS  Oct  54) 
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SUBJECT:  Request  - Analysis  and  Consents,  Electronic  UFO  Reports 

■ 

TO:  AFC2R-4E4  FROM:  AFC2H-4E1  DATE:  3 Feb  59  COMMENT  HR.  2 

AFci2f*4sia/V . Pickle simer/jc 
7^201/Bld*  828/Ra  241 

1.  Reference  la  node  to  your  request  for  revise  and  analysis  of  eleven  (ll) 

UFO  reports. 

2*  Consents  follow  In  order  of  Inolosure  numbers. 

a.  Znelosure  #1>  This  UFO  vas  not  substantiated,  by  any  other  evidence 
and  vas  a faint  target  vhleh  appeared  while  the  operator  vas  working  an  aircraft  In 
a traffic  pattern*  Assistant  Wing  Operations  Officer  Indicated  a possibility  of  a 
radar  malfunction,  nils  office  concurs  that  a radar  malfunction  vas  possible. 

b.  Znelosure  #2s  This  radar  paint  vas  probably  due  to  unidentified 
aircraft  passing  through  the  area. 


c.  Inolosure  #3>  From  the  rather  meager  information  in  this  report.  It 
Is  likely  that  the  radar  sighting  vas  due  to  unidentified  aircraft* 

d.  Inolosure  #4:  The  evidence  presented  In  this  report  indicates  a good 

possibility  of  a small  floak  of  large  birds. 

e.  Inclosure  #5i  There  are  several  unusual  things  about  this  reported 
UPGB  sighting.  First,  the  equipment  vas  evidently  under  control  of  maintenance 
personnel  at  the  time  of  sighting.  This  could  mean  that  the  radar  equipment  vas 

not  in  perfect  adjustment,  or  some  sort  of  target  simulator  or  other  special  equipment 
vas  being  used  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  operation.  (There  is  no  mention 
of  this  In  the  report,  however. ) Also,  the  report  gives  no  Indication  of  any  attempt 
to  rotate  the  antenna  to  a new  bearing  to  determine  whether  the  signal  originated 
inside  the  equipment.  (This  question  arises  since  the  azimuth  of  the  target  vas 
reported  to  be  exactly  the  same  throughout  the  time  of  Interception  and,  therefore, 
appears  to  indicate  that  the  antenna  vas  not  rotating.)  Further,  regular  operating 
personnel  are  generally  more  familiar  with  the  appearance  of  a particular  radar 
scope  and  could  possibly  be  more  reliable  observers  than  maintenance  personnel. 

Hence,  It  is  concluded  that  possibly  a false  target  due  to  equipment  malfunction 
rather  than  an  actual  target  caused  the  reported  radar  paint* 

f . Znelosure  #6:  The  evidence  presented  in  this  report  indicates  the 

possibility  that  radar  reflections  from  clouds  or  rain  storms  caused  the  unexplained 
blips.  Equipments  vhleh  operate  at  S-bend  usually  are  more  susceptible  to  weather 
phenomena  than  L-band  equipments.  It  Is  assumed  that  the  search  3Qulpment  vhleh 
did  not  pick  up  the  rep  erred  blips  vas  operating  in  the  L-band. 

g.  Inolosure  #7:  It  Is  difficult  to  understand  how  3600  mph  targets 

would  stay  on  a 40 -mile  scope  for  4l  minutes.  There  is  a possibility  that  weather 
or  anomoloua  propagation  caused  the  reported  radar  blips. 

h.  Inclosure  #8:  Same  sighting  as  Inclosure  #7- 
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SUBJECTS  Request  - Analysis  and  Coonsnts#  Electronic  UFO  Reports 

1.  Inclosure  #9*  Since  no  confirming  evidence  wee  presented#  it  la 
assumed  that  ancmolous  propagation  of  some  sort  caused  the  reported  track. 


J.  Inclosure  #lOt  Radar  range  of  the  reported  target  is  not  given. 
Thus#  a possible  Important  due  la  missing.  The  possibility  of  a balloon  or  an 
unidentified  aircraft  cannot  be  ruled  out  completely . 


k.  .enclosure  #11:  Thle  reported  UFOB  possibly  could  have  been  one 

object  or  two  objects  one  at  a time.  Both  elghtings  were  of  such  a nature  as  to 
indicate  unidentified  aircraft.  High  rat a of  speed  was  mentioned  in  the  report, 
but  no  attempt  was  mads  to  estimate  the  speed.  The  object  seemed  to  reverse  < 
direction  at  times#  but  so  can  an  aircraft#  especially  a light  aircraft  of  a 
helicopter.  Suggestion  is  made  that  the  radar  station  should  havs  made  every 
possible  attest  to  identify  the  object  at  the  time  of  sighting. 


1 

Incl  Hr.  2 v/d 


OOKSQH  C.  HOPIMW 
Colon.1,  U8AF 
ATCZH-fciZl 


